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PREFACE. 


Sliri Eama Svami, the author of the “ Pearl-garland of 
Happy Precepts,” comes from Bengal. He has for a number 
of years past been living in a hermitage whicli he has fixed on 
the bank of a perennial stream at Pratapgarh in the Alwar 
territory. He is an exceptionally gifted savant whose utter¬ 
ances are full of inspiration and appealing. Occasionally he ob¬ 
serves the vow of silence, and it was during one of such periods 
that he wrote out the happy precepts for guidance of those who 
went to him for enlightening discourses. He presented these in 
a hook-form to H. H. Shri Sawai Maharaj Virendra Sliiromani 
Heva on the occasion of H. H.’s visit to his Ashram last year, 
and H. H. has been pleased to order publication of this usefiil 
book for the benefit of those who are blessed by Providence 
with a desire to march onward to the goal in the evolution 
of life. 
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H. H. Raj Rajeshwar Bharat Dharma Ptal>hakar Shn Sawai Sir Jey Singh; 
Maharaj Virenclra Shiromani Deva, G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., of Alwar. 

A 










\m\ 




D\0 




)®®®®®B®1 


CJ 

I® 


® 

1 




ffi 


1 . t 


t *c 


1 - ^ 


THE 


PE AEL-GAELAIV1) 


OF 


Q 

b 

# 

r < 

r 4 

[»1 

I® 

c® 


HAPPY PRECEPTS. 


CHAPTER I. 

1. The root of moral and religious training is 
indifference to the world; the root of spiritual exertion 
is aversion to the world. 

2. Now a time has come, when it is desirable to 
maintain silence, and needed to have recourse to one’s 
own habitation. 

3. The mind is never alive without the death of 
desire. 

4. Take up this world for the body, and the 
other world for the soul. 

5. Whose eating is like that of the patient, 
sleeping like that of the snake-bitten, life like that 

of the drowned—he is the sage. 
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6. No one addicted to the world can have 
attachment to God; no one attached to God is likely 
to be addicted to the world. 

7. Desire is the source of lasting distress, and 
the destroyer of peace. 

8. If you are to bear the anguish, fatigue and 
torment of hunger and thirst for these few days in 
this terrestrial region, have patience; you are sure 
to attain to prosperity in the next world. 

9. You will forget this world; neither will you 
remember the other world—this is “ Vairagya.” 

10. To offer the mind to the Creator by with- 
i drawing it from the created object is “ Vairagya.” 

11. Then only I deem myself contented, when I 
see none other than ” Myself,” who remembers Him, 
that is, all become ” I ” in remembrance and thinking. 

12. No one has had a vision of God, or they 
would not be engaged in anything beyond Him. 

13. In this path is first eagerness, then solitude, 
afterwards torture, next vision, last consciousness. 

14. He who has obtained God, has forgotten 
and lost “ himself.” 

15. Forget your own good or bad actions. 
Always keep God in remembrance. 

16. I have neither this world, nor the next; to 
mvself both are God, 
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17. To whatever direction you turn your eyes, 
there is God’s glorious presence. 

18. You will then remain in fulness or totality, 
when you will totally put an end to “ yourself,” when 
“ your ” existence will not be felt. 

19. You will “ die ” a hundred times a day; 
then will you become “ alive.” In that case, there 

'I is the possibility of attaining such a life as will never 
be within the compass of death. 

20. Many persons move upon the earth, but they 
dead.” Many are within the womb of the 

earth, but they are “ alive.” 

21. You have put on the attire of a saint, but 
your mind is not pointed to God, it is drowned in 
worldly affairs. Such an apparel indeed is of no 

I consequence at all. 

22. The hunger of religion is a cloud. It pours 
down the torrent of divine grace. 

23. That is my real penance, in which there is 
no “ I ” or egotism. 

24. What is the work of humanity?—Not to 
fasten the mind with any object (or not to fasten 
anything in our thoughts) except God. 

25. He who has won Him, has been transformed 
to “ nothingness.” He is “ dead,” who has gained 

Him. 
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26. The love that has its origin in the intention 


of barter, dies away with the absence of barter. 


lo 

'iP 

e 

e 
o 

m 

I*'" 

l."j 

'ol 

lo: 

lo] 

|0] 

!•' 

• « 

'•] 

fb'> 


27. 


Time once gone is not to be obtained back. 


)) 


Nothing is dearer than Time. 

28. There is a treasury in the mind; in this 
3 treasury, there is a pearl, whose name is “ Love. 

One who has acquired that pearl, is a sage. 

29. One penitence for sin is better than a 
hundred penances. 

30. One drop of the beauty of God-vision in the 
soul, humiliates lacs of heavenlv mansions. 

y V 

31. Conversation, verbosity and restlessness rest 
outside the screen; within the screen are silence, 

stability and peace. 

32. If all men confer upon you their riches, be 
not satisfied; if all poverty stands at the door, be not 

i grieved. You go on performing the duties of God. 

33. That which keeps you aloof from God is 
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Samsara. 
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34. Th6 man in whose mind concupiscence 

predominates, it is his duty to marry; then he will 

If wall and woman had not 


not fall in danger. 


looked equal in my eyes, I would have married. 


35. 


In seclusion is safety; but external seclusion | 

Im 


s is no real seclusion. 
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36. Whom God gives power to keep control over 
the senses, he is superior to the person invested vith 
the power of going over the water and walking in the 


air. 
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40. If a religious worker acts up 
I instructions of knowledge received, the lustre 
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37. It is prohtable for a virtuous man to keep 
company with the virtuous. 

38. Forget what you know. Do not search for 
v/hat you are ignorant of. Only stick to God. 

39. A man does not attain to perfection, so long 
as he bears not the sense of equality between respect 
and dishonour, kindness and cruelty. 

to the 
of 

wisdom finds place in his heart, and serves to produce 
a suitable good result in the latter part of his life. 
He that hears, but acts not, for him only words survive; 
at first he holds them in memory, then forgets. 

41. One sin after repentance is heavier than 
seventy sins committed before it. 

42. Real practice does not begin without repen¬ 
tance. God has made repentance the preliminary to 
practice. 

43. Hell approaches (or awaits) him, who 


cherishes love for these three things:— (i) 


To taste 




delicacies; (ii) To be dressed with a fine garment; (m) 
To keep company with the rich. 
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44. The sin that begins with fear and ends in 
^ the begging of pardon, takes the religious worker to 
I the neighbourhood of God. The penance that has in | 

its commencement fearlessness, and in the latter stage 
self-conceit, keeps the devotee at a distance from God. 

45. No one observes his own fault; everything 
he sees good in himself. But only he who thinks 
himself low under all circumstances, perceives his 
personal fault. 

46. If you foster satisfaction with the world, 




satisfaction with God will vanish from your mind. If | 
you maintain fear from men, fear of God will prettily 
go out of your mind. If you sustain hope from other | 
persons, hope about God will be driven away from your 
heart. 

47. If you want to make yourself dear to God, 
consent to what He disposes. 

48. Three forms of enmity with one’s own self:— 
(?') Greed of wealth; (n) Desire for the honour of men; 
{in) Inclination of being adopted by the people. 

49. Worldly persons have sorrow and anxiety in 
this world, punishment and affliction in the next. 
Where is peace for them? 

50. The company of wicked folks creates ill 
feelings in your heart towards the honest. 
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51. It is a wonder that he who abstains from | 

eating through fear of disease, does not refrain from ^ 
sin for fear of punishment. | 

52. If any one invites me for drinking, and | 
another for world-attachment, the latter invitation I | 

detest more. I 


53. 


The worldlings leave the world with a regret 


for three things:—(i) Not to be satisfied with sensual | 
gratification; {ii) Not to have the hopes fully realized; | 
(Hi) Not to accumulate the viaticum for the way to | 
the other world. | 

54. While w^orking, remember that God sees | 
what you do; while speaking, remember that God hears | 

what you say; while observing silence, remember that | 
God knows the manner of your taciturnity. | 

55. It is not necessary to bind a beast so fast | 
with a strong chain as the organs of sense are distracted I 

in worldly objects. | 

[• 

56. A little of non-attachment is better than a | 
hundred years’ worship, fast and religious austerity. | 

57. Contract friendship with him who even at | 

your displeasure is not displeased with you. | 

58. His instruction is of no avail, who imparts I 

it to a man drunk with worldly pride. | 

59. If you are attached to men, hope not that I 

you will be attached to God. 1 
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60. Do not think over that which is gone, and 
also that which is to come. Only be of the present. 

61. Do not keep his company, whose external 
life is not a proof to the life internal. 

62. This is the real oneness that there appears 
nothing in your heart except God. That is, such 
becomes the power of unity, that any other object 

I coming to mind grows in unity and becomes manifest 
in the form of unity. All originating from unity has 
assumed different shapes, now also all immersed in 
H unity takes the form of unity. 

63. Do not remember the past, do not wait for 
the future. You rest with the present. 

64. To love yourself means “ suicide.” 
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65. Look upon ” Life ” at the death of activity. 
I The death of activity gives birth to vitality in the heart. 

66. Live a long time Avith God, and a short time 
with the people. 

67. God prepares for Himself one out of lacs of 
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68. In your front there lies “ the great pilgrim- 
i age ” (death). Lay by (or lay up) profuse provisions. 

69. Nothing is in your possession, and you are 
not in the possession of anything—this is the condition 
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of a saint. 
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70. I have got the weal of this world and the 
next with small riches, and the woe of this world and | 
the next with great riches and the contact of worldly 

persons. 

71. God seeks God; God invokes God; God 
knows God. 

72. From the beginning of creation up to this 
day, there has been no calamity (or misfortune) except 
the close mutual connection of people, and from that 
time till now, none has become secure except by 
desisting from that close association of men. 

73. Voracity is the root of all disease, and a 
I hindrance to the path of virtue. 

74. Realize a constant mind freed from worldly 
object, and go wherever you like. 

75. He who is addicted to the scrutinization of ^ 
other’s fault, makes a loss to his own spiritual life. 

76. If the world be sold with a piece of bread, 

I do not condescend to buy it. 

77. A sinner is better than the self-conceited, for 
a sinner owns himself to be such and becomes humble, 
while the self-conceited remain tied to the fetter of 


self-conceit. 
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78. Among the subjects investigated by the 
I people', the enquiry of one’s own life, and a conscious 
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I insight into the works of life, and the reflection of 
I, them, are the best. 

I 79. Unfortunate indeed are they that sell the 
i other world in exchange for this world. 

I 80. Five are the medicines of a diseased mind:— 
I (1) To read spiritual books, and act accordingly; (2) 
I To keep always the belly empty of dainty dishes; (3) 
;|] To keep up at night by worship or religious meditation; 
^ (4) To pray intently and afflictedly in the morning; 
I (5) To keep company with the honest. 

I 81. Many are the persons whose words do not 
I conform to their behaviour; but few are those whose 

1 actions suit with their words. 

•1 

•J 

I 82. In the world all is superfluous except five 
I] things, viz: — (1) Food suitable for sustaining the 
^body; (2) Water suitable for quenching thirst; (3) 

I Cloth suitable for keeping off shame; (4) House 
1} suitable for habitation; (5) Knowledge suitable for 
I action. 

•J 

I 83. Mind is of three kinds: One like a 

sj mountain—none can shake it. The other like a tree 

'•] 

I —its root is firm, but air sometimes shakes it to and 
I fro. Another like a feather—air moves it hither and 
I thither, and makes it flutter through many places. 

I 84. Practise to weep in your eyes, and meditate 
® in your heart. 
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85. I am pleased to spend my life in this world 
beneath a thorny tree with God; ivithout Him, I never 
wish to live under the shade of the heavenly tree 
(“ Kalpataru ”). 

86. I do not say that there is no heaven or hell, 
I but I say that to me there is no room for heaven or hell, 




1 as they are both created. No occasion is there for 
created objects, where I am. 

87. It is difficult to suppress laugh at the words 
of those who hold the opinion that the cognition of 
God is effected by means of external proofs. God is 
known by God. How can you know Him through the 
proofs of created things? 

88. This “ path ” is not such, that there may 
be a tongue which can explain it or there may be an 
eye which can perceive it, or that sensory organs may 
have entrance to it; because all is filled with Him, life is 
at the beck and call of Him, here God is all in all. 

89. For the faithful, all places are temples, all 
days are holy, all months are sacred. Wherever he 
stays, he stays with God. 

90. Agree (or be employed) to serve Him who 
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“ serves ” 


you. Thus you will get emancipation. 


91. The remembrance of God is my life’s diet. 

His eulogy is my life’s drink, shame from Him is my 
life’s dress. 
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95. God has said : 


I 92. If you follow the modes of worship adopted | 
I by the religious workers of heaven and earth without | 

I faith, God will not accept them. I 

• I 

I 93. Nothing is hidden from Him who has 1 

I recognized God. God is only recognized through God. | 

I One who recognizes God through the vehicle of God, s 
I knows everything worthy of knowing. | 

I 94. If your heart admits the truth of what your | 
i tongue utters about the graceful qualities of God, | 
I then your love must be considered pure. | 

I 95. God has said : ‘ ‘ When I hold out My love I 
i to My servants, then with the privilege of Lordship, I | 
I become his ears—he hears by Me; I become his tongue | 
I —he speaks by Me; I become his hand—he takes by | 

I Me.” 1 

5 ] . , . . ® 

I 96. Saint is he, whose mind is not touched with | 
I anxiety. He speaks—that is no speaking for him; he | 
I hears—that is no hearing for him; happiness or misery, \ 
i stay or movement, do not concern him. | 

i 97. Saints do not cease from work until work I 

I ceases. | 

I 98. Just as at the advent of rainy season, shower | 
I falls, lightning glitters, cloud laughs, air blows, | 
y flowers bloom, birds sing such is the state of a g 
I “ God-lover.” He pours forth shower of tears in his | 
I eyes, laughs in his lips, glows in his heart, nods his | 
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head with delight, unceasingly utters the name of the 
Beloved One, wanders about His door, 

99. Four things are worthy of being taken up:— 
(1) Eating without satiety; (2) Forsaking of men; 
(3) Humility; (4) Contentment. 

100. God has said:—“ I live with the lovers of 
Truth.” 
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CHAPTER II. 




1. What is the way to reach God? I 

{• 

To live apart from the society of the ignorant; || 
To keep company with the wise; To reduce knowledge | 
to action; To be always employed in hearing and | 
reflection. i 

2. When the letters of insanity are stamped upon | 


my name, there arises in my mind a secret knowledge | 
of the truth. il 

3. Satan tempts only in the state of duality. | 
Keep your mind under subjugation; then nothing will s 


find the way to enter it. | 

[• 

4. One of the instances of a man’s good fortune | 

is his enemy being endowed with the quality of | 
discrimination. @ 

5. God resides in man like the smallest ant in a | 

black stone on a dark night. 1 

6. Contemplation is the constant preservation! 

of the mind for spiritual union. | 
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7. How is the love of God realized ?—By desisting | 
from the love of that which is the object of God’s | 

displeasure, that is, the world and external life. | 

(• 

8. To engage the mind in objects inimical to | 

God, and to proceed to accept the punishment of God, | 
are the same. | 

9. Two are the ways of maintaining the conduct | 

pure—Patience and love. | 

10. As long as creation exists, there is separation. I 
When the creation goes out of sight, God reveals | 
Himself. Then nothing is perceived beyond God; there i 
remains no occasion for topic without God—this is the | 

real state of “ Yoga.” | 

$ 

11. The great man who takes no notice of his I 

greatness, upon him greatness rests above all. He | 
whose attention is drawn towards his own greatness, | 
no more possesses the privilege of it. The lover who | 
pays no heed to his love, his is the glory of love in | 
preference to all. His love suffers devastation, whose | 
view is attracted towards his personal love. | 

12. Asceticism {“ Vairagya ”) is a hidden divine I 

object. It is better to keep it concealed. Asceticism. I 
departs from those that make a display of it. | 

13. Three are the tokens of righteousness:—(1) | 
The world-dignity will not obtain a footing in your I 
heart. To you, gold and silver will appear equal to | 
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the earth. As you remove clay from your hand, so I 
I will you do with gold and silver. (2) You will not | 
have your eye upon the people. Praise and censure 
will be similar. You will not be inflated at the 
encomium of the people, nor will you be depressed with 
their calumny. (3) Desire will not reside in your 
mind. You will so much delight in the relinquishment 
of desire and detachment from sensual enjoyment, as | 
the worldly persons do in the devotion to senses and 






excess in eating. 


When you will be such, then will 
you be rendered fit for keeping company with the 
righteous; otherwise what have you to do with the 
words of righteousness? 

14. Three are the signs of patience:—(1) 
Abandonment of slander; (2) Pure-contentment; (3) 
Acceptance of God’s ordinance with pleasure. 


Si 


15. He who preserves the eyes from impure | 
spectacle, and the body from the enjoyment of desired 

I objects, keeps the heart pure by constant contempla- | 
tion, and the character unstained by the pursuance of 
religious precepts, who is habituated to prescribed 

food, experiences no detriment to knowledge. 

16. Keep intercourse with God with the best 
I form of humility and continual awe; bear company 

with the blameless brethern with cheerful countenance; 
associate with the ignorant with prayful and 
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compassionate heart; live with your family (or | 
relatives) with morality. | 

17. Be uplifted by God; you will never be bent s 


o 


down. 


18. Ordinary gratitude is for food and raiment, | 

special gratitude for the dawn of the knowledge of | 
Truth in the mind. • 

19. Patient is he, who bears few anxiety and • 

perseverance for to-morrow’s work. • 

20. He who sustains no fear from sloth, cannot ; 

enjoy the sweetness of Love. • 

21. He is the sage, who effects the way to ward 
off danger before it arrives. 

22. To despise men and think them mean is a ? 

malady for which no remedy ever occurs. I 

•\ 

23. So long as tendency does not act in • 
opposition, a man abides in bis own nature. When it * 

opposes, a man of good disposition acquires vile s 

temperament. | 

[• 

24. He only holds connection with God, who is | 
afraid of no one except God, who cherishes no hope \ 
from any one except God, who installs the satisfaction I 

of God in an exalted seat over his own satisfaction. I 

(• 

25. Keep your Lord in mind; give up humanity. I 

i 
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26. Examine yourself under four circumstances; 


Whether 


I actions; (2) Whether you are speaking disinterestedly; 
I (3) Whether you are making a gift without the hope 
I of requital; (4) Whether you are preserving wealth 
I without avariciousness. 

I 27. Desire is of three kinds:—(1) Desire for 
I enjoyment; (2) Desire for talk; (3) Desire for sight. 
I While enjoying, be convinced that God is at hand. 
I While speaking, observe the truth. While beholding, 
I preserve chastity. 

I 28. Mind is of four kinds:—(1) Deceased mind; 
I (2) Diseased mind; (3) Lazy mind; (4) Healthy mind. 
P The mind of one opposed to virtue (or religion) is 


deceased. 


The mind of a sinner is diseased. The 


i mind of a greedy and gluttonous person is lazy. The 
I mind of those who are more attentive to self-mortifica- 
I tion and worship, is healthy. 

I 29. Take heed of two things—Pride and greed. 
I God does not take up a proud man from this world, 
I until he makes him suffer misfortune at the hands of a 
I vuVar member of his family. God does not accept 

§ O *• ^ , 

I a greedy one from this earth, so long as his throat is 
I not choked up with hunger and thirst. 

I 30. If the pride of the learned and ascetics be 
f compared with that of the wealthy and monarchs, the 
a balance of the former will incline. 
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31. Untie the tied, and tie the untied. That is, | 
untie the tied purse and give alms; also tie or restrain | 

I the untied tongue wrongly talkative. 

32. Ihavekeptfour vehicles for journey. When 

prosperity comes, I ascend the vehicle of gratitude. | 
When adversity appears, I mount the vehicle of | 
I patience. At the time of worship, I ride the vehicle | 
* of love. On the occasion of sin, I get upon the vehicle | 






38. Speak little with men, and much with God. 
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of repentance. 

33. If I know that men act hostile to me and 
vilify me behind my back, I am prepared to make a | 
present of gold and silver to them. As they do so for 

I my welfare, they are entitled to enjoy my fortune. 

34. Properly hold God in awe and reverence. 
Adore Him with all your might. Be on your guard 
that the world may not tempt you to your disaster, 

I just as it did men of yore. 

35. He has enmity with himself, who has friend¬ 
ship with God. 

36. The sin that renders one anxious for God, is 
better than the virtue that leads one to haughtiness. 

37. The man who has his affluence in God, is 
affluent in truth. He is ever indigent, whose affluence 
consists in commercial transactions. 
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39. 


0 men! there is no place for eyes towards , 
God, no way for tongue; with respect to Him only the | 
heart acts. Strive to keep your mind awake. He has . 
no need of any other friend, whose mind is wakeful. \ 
Wakeful mind means the mind lost in God. What will I 

his friend avail him, whose mind is immersed in the 
existence of God? 

40. He is the sage, who having obtained his 
heart with supplication from God, immediately returns 
it to Him that it may be preserved in His hands. 

41. He who is afraid of solitude, loses tranquillity 
by placing intimacy with the people. 

42. The night being solitary, I feel delight at 
its approach. When the day dawns, I am dejected | 
for the tumultuous crowd. I do not wish that persons 
come near and distract me. 

43. It is easy to enter the world, but difficult to 
get out of it. 

44. The world is a lunatic asvlum. Those who 
stay here, are mad. Only the mad are chained hand 
and foot. 

45. To love good actions in consideration of men. 




is “ hypocrisy 


5 J 


and to execute them for their 


I satisfaction, is “ idolatry.” Pure love arises in you 
■vsffien protected by God from these two sentiments. ^ 

46. God curses him who makes a show of love to | 
his brethren by concealing rancour in his heart. 
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47. He is deprived of modesty, who counts his 
own worthiness. 

48. No one can gain anything in the world 
without accepting a hundredfold loss in heaven. 

49. What is the troublesome matter to a man 
engrossed in religious practice?—To keep company 
with its opponent. 

50. Three persons are said to be intelligent: 

One who has retired from the world; One who has 
built the grave before going to it; One who has 
acquired the grace of God beforehand. 

51. He is the saint, who has nothing dearer than 
the meditation of God. 

52. The world is Satan’s shop. Be on the alert. 
Take away nothing from his shop, or he will follow you | 
and snatch away the wealth of religion in its stead. 

53. The world is Satan’s wine. One who is 
inebriated with it, does not come to himself without 

I undergoing the severe pain of remorse and self- 
reproach in the other world. 

54. The world is a fair damsel. She offers him 
dress and ornaments, who wooes her; and plucks out 
his hair and besmears his face with soot, who feels 
disgusted with her. 

55. The degradation of life consists in the 
I acquisition of the world, and improvement in the 
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acquirement of heaven. I am astounded to think of 


misfortune 


the realisation of transient objects. 

56. Such is the injuriousness of the world, that 
mere longing for it will take you away from God. 
What its gaining will bring about, you can make out 
with ease. 
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57. Love 


like a grain of mustard 


IS more 


I agreeable to me than seventy years’ penance without i 

i I 

i 58. Man’s slip of the foot is falling into imtruth. 1 

I 1 

i 59. Threefold is the nature of a “ God-lover ”:— | 
[i (1) To believe in the omnipresence of God ; (2) To turn |l 
I away desire from all objects; (3) To return to God in | 

I the midst of all objects. I 

£ • 

I 60 I'lie gods lament, when a follower of religion | 

I gives himself up to excessive eating. He is soon burnt | 
I in the fire of activity, whom gluttony prompts in eating. | 

s = 

I 61. Only he is called indifferent to worldly things, | 
i who is attached to the relinquishment of sensual | 

I objects, just as a worldly person to the accumulation | 

I of them. I 

g lij 

I 62. If you wish to pass injunction to any one, | 
I it is proper that you should carry out injunction at ® 
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63. A goat is more vigilant than a man, for he 
hurriedly approaches (or runs up towards) the goat¬ 
herd from the desert on hearing his voice, and refrains 

^from eating; but a man does not proceed to God at 
inis call, nor does he abstain from his own sensual 
I gratification. 

64. Ignorant persons are inflated with pride, 
i when they see many attendants behind them. 

65. A sensual man, an ill-behaved person and 
an apostate preceptor (or a teacher following evil 
courses)—the proclamation of the fault of these three 
is not to be taken as censure. 

66. A man of light burden finds rescue, while one 
I with heavy burden encounters death. 

67. God forgives them that make use of the world 
as a pledge. They having restored the deposit, are 

relieved of the burden and easily get over the world. 

68. One who has recognised God, has fallen in 
love with Him; and he that has recognised the world, 
has conceived hatred with God. 

69. Who, by breaking this world, builds the 
edifice of the other world with its constituents, but does 
not endeavour to construct this world with the broken 

gj 

I materials of the other world, in my opinion he alone is 
® clever and wise. 
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I 70. Your thought is a mirror. It exhibits your 1 
I good and evil to you. 1 

I 71. A wise man adopts silence, so long as his I 
I heart does not incline to speak. The word of his mind | 
I is uttered by the tongue. | 
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72. To myself, the most beautiful thing of all is | 


I “ Love.” I 

I 73. If you hanker after a friend, God is sufficient | 
I for you; if you wish to have a companion, God I 
i is enough; if you need consolation, ” Gita ” is 1 
I adequate; if you seek for work, penance is ample; if | 


I you want instruction, the remembrance of death is | 

I competent. If all these I said, be not able to arrest | 

I vour attention, then hell is suitable for vou. I 

s'' *' [• 

I 74. I have sought improvement, in humility I s 
I have obtained it; I have looked for the objects of human | 
1] life, in Truth I have won them; I have searched for i* 

•J ^ (• 

I glory, in the fear of God I have found it; I have I 
I inquired after greatness, in patience I have acquired 1 


I it; I have investigated peace, in worldly indifference I ^ 
I have gained it; I have hunted for prosperity, in divine | 
f reliance I have attained it. I 


75. Who is better: a saint with patience, or a || 
rich man with gratitude ?—A patient saint is prefer-1 
able, for the mind of a wealthy person is confined to| 
r.i the purse, while that of a saint to God. i 
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76. To forget all things within the manifestation 
I of God, is the real God-remembrance, for to a devotee 

f .^'1 ^ 

God occupies the place of all things. 

77. Cease from the association of four men:— 
S (1) A liar—you will always be deceived by his company; 




Si 
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(2) A fool—^in spite of his good will, evil is likely to 
I befall you on the score of his foolishness; (3) A miser 
—he will waste away much of your time for his own 
interest; (4) An evil-minded—he wdll destroy you at 

the time of his penury. 

78. To hide one’s own emotion, and to bestow 
honour upon the brethren bespeak sageness. 

79. You are confined in the prison of slavery 
through your own desire. By delivering your burden 
to God, you will attain salvation and bliss. 

80. Eagerness is the fruit of the tree of love. He 

who loves God, becomes anxious for God-vision. In 
the degree that a servant feels pleasure in God, does | 
his eagerness increase, and in proportion to the 
eagerness, he dreads separation. 

81. To keep from the world internally and 
externally is the real fear. 

82. Three are the roots of humility:—(1) To 

I remember one’s own ignorance; (2) To recollect one’s 

• _ 

I own vice; (3) To recall one’s own want to God. 

83. The welfare of the mind consists in four 
I things:—(i) Modesty about God; (ii) Want of desire 
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happy 


about the objects other than God; (iii) Meditation; 
(iv) Humility. 


84. When is the servant satisfied with 


the 


D 

at the 


master?—When he becomes grateful by falling in 
adversity, just as persons feel gratitude 
attainment of prosperity. 

85. You hope to enjoy heaven by sowing the seed 
of hell-fire; nothing can be more foolish than this. 

86. The crime of the faithful becomes helpless 
by coming between fear and hope, as a deer in the 
midst of tigers. 

—Fear, hope 


87. 


Three are the bodies of religion 

O 


and love. Within fear is the abando._ 

within hope, the inquiry of heaven and exaltation; 
^ within love, the carrying of trouble and discontent. 

I 

88. The indifference to enjoyment in seclusion, 
is a divine meal. By this meal, the faithful acquire 
strength. 

89. The fear is a tree in the mind. It bears the 
fruit of prayer and lamentation. When a man becomes 
habituated to fear, the whole of his limbs is employed 
in the practice of virtue, and abstains from sin. 

90. Solitude always rests with the pure-hearted 

I 

lovers. 

91. One who slights dependence, necessarily 
slights religion. 




]@ga@@[5j[S![ 




SSIliiailSIIlS 


□.□.□jo.aa □ □ aiaa □ □!□ □ □]□ □jalapDiaiDiDiDiaaoiooaiojoiaoiD o5!d nHnh gabbtatai 


THE PEARL-GARLAND OF HAPPY PRECEPTS 


92. When shall I set foot on the ground of 
reliance ? W^hen shall I wear the robe of asceticism 
and occupy the same seat with the ascetics ? 

When you will perform deep self-restraint, 
such that God having withheld your sustenance for 
three days, you will not be dejected in spirit. Fool 
I you will be to endeavour to take up the seat of an 
I ascetic without such circumstances. 

93. Who will be fearless to-morrow?—He who 


i fears God to-day. 


n 


« 

94. When shall I come to realize dependence?— 
I When you will bestow your assent on God for taking 
i up your burden. 

95. Who is rich ?—He who has procured security 
in God. 

96. Who is said to have seen God?—One whose 

4 

existence blends with non-existence. 

97. What is humility?—To become opulent in 
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God by leaving off all mundane things. 

98. Who amongst men is most unswerving in 
indifference?—He whose faith mostly predominates. 

99. True dependence lies in not placing 
confidence upon any one except God, and not being 
afraid of any one besides “ Him.” 

100. What is the distinctive mark of love?—It 

does not augment by friendly behaviour, nor does it 
abate by hostile act, 
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CHAPTER III 


1 . 


afflicted 


•} w - --- 

I the tyranny of another. 

I 2. Those persons who know that God perceives 
I them, hesitate to do anything against Him with the 
I fear that God ever remains their observer. 

I 3. They who rightly remember God, forget all 
I other things in His remembrance. 

I 4. To them God becomes the substitute for all 
:Ij things, whose remembrance of all is effected by God’s 

•J I 

I remembrance and reflection. 

j 5. He who is apt to love God more, finds himself 
subjected to greater suffering and disgrace. He is 
I more influenced by the sense of compassion to men and 
I the tendency to teach them. 

I 6. Love consists in keeping off from those that 
I stand in the way of the meditation of the Beloved One. 

I 7. To create love clandestinely, and to keep the 
I religious practice concealed—these two form the 
I characteristics of piety. 
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^ 8. One who has fallen in the ocean of divine 

I unity, feels thirsty day by day more and more, and 

I never becomes satiated; for he holds thirst for Truth. 

9. In this world, pure love is very rare. In spite 
. of one’s attempt to turn away hypocrisy from the mind, 
I it makes its appearance to take possession of it in 

another form. 

10. He who comprehends God in thinking. 


d 


I 


® 

6 


I adores Him internally. 

11. A greedy person is the vilest of all, and a 
righteous man without greed is supremely good. 

12. They are to be recognized as saints, whose 
spirit is free from human impurity, and unsullied by 
the sweepings of animal-nature. They enjoy peace 
with God in the foremost rank in a prominent place. 
They have retreated from the world, and they are | 
neither masters, nor servants here. 

13. Saints are they, in whose bondage nothing 
exists, nor are they in the bondage of anything. 

14. The attribute of a saint is neither religious 
I observance, nor knowledge, but character. A religious 

observance might have been accomplished with energy, | 
and knowledge attained by study. But the conduct 
similar to that of God, is not to be obtained by both. 

15. The nature of a saint is the state of 
I liberation, manliness and the absence of the pomp of 
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happiness. A saint’s disposition is the negligence of 
all the advices of animal-nature with the object of the 
attainment of God. The temperament of a saint is 
hostility with the world and friendship with God. 

16. In the heart there sprang up this voice— 
My store is filled with various wealth and riches. 

It you wish me, come with something which I do not 
possess.” I asked, “ 0 Lord, what is that which you 
do not possess? ” The answer came—“ Humility.” 

17. I went to pay a visit to “ Visvesvara ” at 
Benares. At first I saw the temple. Then I entered 
it, and beheld the Lord of the temple. Afterwards I 
neither viewed the temple, nor the Lord of it. Such 
absorbed I became in God, that I had no knowledge 
of anything. It was only He that I perceived. 

18. When I was a “ boy,” I used to say, “ Lord, 
do this, and give me that.” When I “grew up,” 
and happened to recognize Him, I said, “ Lord, be 
mine, and do whatever you like.” 

19. The love-laden sound “ Ah ” that comes 
out of the core of my heart in His remembrance at 
dawm, I am not ready to barter this for the wealth of 
the whole world. 

20. He desires me to observe Him. I only am 
not desirous of His sacred view. The servant is only 
destitute of solicitation. 
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21. Rest pedestrian about the body, but ride 


5 




the object of God’s choice. 


® 
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® 




I upon the mind. 

22. Those who surrounded me, became attached 
^ to one object each. I only am not able to give myself 
I up to anything. I will wholly sacrifice myself to Him, 

I no more will 1 keep myself for personal purposes. 

23. One night I was in quest of the mind, but 
did not find it. In the morn, I heard this voice, “ Why 
do you seek another thing besides Me? What have 

you to do with the mind ? ’ ’ 

24. What significant thing is there in the world, | 
the renunciation of which is considered by men as 
worthy of performance ? 

25. Nothing is better for a servant than to have 
nothing at all. When there is no religious practice, 

I no knowledge, no action—then there is all. 

26. When a saint remains silent, he converses 
I with God. When he sits with his eyes closed, he 

experiences the sight of God’s countenance. 

27. He is an exact accomplisher of the concentra- 
I tion of mind and a real performer of action, who 

beheads all sorts of desire by the sword of religious 
I practice, and whose longings disappear in divine love; | 
who loves that which is desired by God, and longs for 
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28. His friendship renders the strong weak, 
and the weak strong. 

29. The moment His servant is covered with 
worldly veil, he gives up His worship and the other 

For he loses his life by 




means of His realization. 


being drowned in the world, and how is it possible for 
a dead man to adopt religious practice? 

30. He who knows God, cannot engage his 
I tongue in any subject other than the topic of God. 

31. God confers on him three natures, with whom 
He forms friendship—Munificence like the river. 
Magnanimity like the Sun, and Humility like the 
earth. 

32. The pilgrims circumambulate the temples of 
God by the body, and wish for the residence in a place 
of pilgrimage; but the lovers go round the celestial 
region in mind, and aspire the sight of God. 

33. The company of the righteous is better than 
righteous action. The company of the wicked is worse 
than wicked work. 

34. Saint is he, whom no object of sense can 
contaminate; on the other hand, the impurity which 
comes in contact with him, becomes purified itself. 

35. He possesses all things and all riches, who 
I resides in association with God; for his Lord is 

Omnipresent, and God has authority in all objects. 
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37. Show yourself such as you are; or be such as| 

V t/ 

I you are accustomed to show yourself. 
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36. He is a fool, who declares himself to be a| 
knower of God. He is a sage, who says “ I know Him 
not.” 


38. The man who kills his own heart by the| 
I excess of sensual desire, bury him in the ground of| 


disgrace by covering with the coffin of displeasure.® 
Who weakens the senses by abstinence from enjoyment, 
inter him in the ground of tranquillity by covering with 
the shroud of honour. 

39. One who exerted himself to save his own 
respect, was not able to reach God. He who became 
I outcast in the world with the deprivation of regard, 


did not become outcast in the path of God. 

40. That ought to be called “ perception,” when 
I you perceive the stay and movement of all beings within 

God. 

41. The plenitude of the utterance of God’s 

name, is not according to number, but the direct union 
of heart. 

42. He who desires to see God by the self, falls 
in the jaws of death. 

43. The mind of a God-knower is like a lamp 
placed in a pellucid lantern. The whole world is 
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i 

illuminated with its light. What fear has he in | 

darkness ? i 

• ^ 

¥ 

44. He took my heart to the upper region. On | 
its return after wandering through the whole heaven, | 
I questioned—“ Well, my heart, what have you I 


brought? ” 


It answered 


“ Love and cheerfulness.” | 


45. I wanted to know the severe punishment ® 
upon the body, and perceived no other punishment | 


heavier than indolence. The fire of hell is not so | 
dangerous to man as one spot of idleness. | 

46. I asked the Lord—“ What is the way to | 
you? ” He said—“ Give up the sentiment of egoity, I 
and you are sure to attain Me.” ^ 


-- 

Mv divine nature, he becomes ‘ dead. 


47. The Lord said—“ Persons take Me to be like | 
one of them; but if any one chances to have a view of | 
Mv divine nature, he becomes ‘ dead. I resemble an | 
ocean that has no beginning, no end, and no limit of | 

depth.” I 

48. What are the means of obtaining God? | 

Dumbness, blindness and deafness. { 

49. Why all this pomp and pride?—Because he | 
lives at a distance from the association of God, and is | 

addicted to himself. | 


49. Why all this pomp and pride? 


50. Question— Row have you achieved all these? | 

Answer—I collected all the objects of the | 
world, and plunged them in the ocean of despondency | 


I 

I 

I 
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I 55. How is awakening brought about?—Bring 
I your life within a breath, and know it to be upon the 
I lips {i.e., about to expire)’. 
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I by having them bound with the chain of worldly 


I indifference. 


51. Q .—Can you walk upon the water ? 
A .—A piece of timber floats upon it. 
Q .—Can you fly in the air ? 


A .—Birds are wont to fly. 

Q .—Can YOU traverse 800 miles within a 


night ? 


A .—It is the feat of a juggler. 




52. Q .—How old are you? 

A .—Four years. 

Q .—How ? 

A .—I was within the veil of the world for 
ity years. For four years I have been blessed with 


i»i 


i seventy years. lor four years i J 
I the divine relish on its removal. 


I do not think the 


I time in which I was bound in the world, worthy of 
I being reckoned as “ life.” 


53. Q .—Do you feel affright from death? 

A .—It is not possible for a man already dead. 


i 54. Q .—What is called “ servitude? ”—To 
I spend the life in the disinterested service of others. 
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56. 

Sthere is 


( ( 




What is the sign of “ servitude? ”—Where 
I,” no trace of it is to be found. 


57. When one drop of the ocean of His bliss falls 


turn your ears to the words or eyes to the figure of any 
ijone in the whole world. 




ll 
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world for you than to bear spite against any one. 

59. Prayer and fasting are good, but the removal 
I of malice and arrogance from the heart is better. 

60. One who goes to satisfy one desire, has to 
^ undergo thousands of misery in the path of God. 

61. All the religious workers act in three ways 
Service by the body, good conversation by the tongue,, 
and pious thinking by the mind. These flow to the 

like the currents of water ; and when enter 
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ocean ” 


I it, are nowhere manifested. All your works and those 
of the great personages, will be immersed and invisible 

Greatness, therefore, consists in not 


in 


God. 


|considering oiib’s own doods. Your religious practicB 
is like a lamp, and that “ ocean ” is a sun. Of what 
I use is the lamp at the rising of the sun ? 

62. When God distributes the sustenance of men. 
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supon you, you will not be inclined to beg anything, and ill 

o 
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58 There is nothing more troublesome in the s 
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I He allots difficulty to great ones. They own it, and | 
become grateful to the disposer. 

63. Q .—Where did you see Him? 
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—^Where I did not see “ myself. 


5 5 


64. Saints, be wary. Neither by the dress of an 
ascetic, nor by the posture of meditation, one may be 

jentitled to His vision. He who comes out with the 

Iconceit of these things, must be pulverized. 

•1 

65. There is happiness in the path of religion, so 

I long as one keeps himself beyond the sight of men. 

IWhen advertised, he turns insipid like the saltless 
® 

curry. 

66. If, from the southern horizon to the north, 
any one’s finger is pricked with the thorn, or foot 

|tumbles in the stone, or mind is struck with sorrow— 
itliat finger, that foot, that mind are mine. 

67. I have no body, no mind, no speech—these 
three have been occupied by God. 

68. I do not reckon him to be a saint engrossed 
|in God, in whose mind thoughts good or bad take their 

rise. 

69. I do not say that you have not to act. No, 
act you must. But vou should knov/^ that vou do not 
act by yourself. He causes you fo act. What you do. 
He gives you for doing. Just as the servant of a 
merchant trades with the stock conferred by his 

®master, the stock having been returned to the master, 
he has to come home back with emutv hands. 
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70. By leaving a thousand desired objects of this | 
world, you will gain one in the next. On your under¬ 
taking to swallow a thousand beverages of poison, you 
will be allowed to taste one vessel of nectar. 

71. Life, perception, purity, maintenance and 


When 


destruction—all are included in “ Death.” 

God appears, nothing but He abides. 

72. As long as you will be affected with human 
feelings, you are likely to have a taste of sourness and | 

pungency. 

God. 


Devoid of these, you will obtain life in 


73. He who has no love for man, has no love for 


God as Avell. 

U5J 

74. Who is not capable of sacrificing the world | 
and life in God’s work, let him not think that he will 
easily cross the way. 

75 To be delighted in the company of God for 
an hour, is preferable to the prayer and fasting of 
many years. 

76. Many put on the hairy skin of antelope, etc., 
but the constancy of truth in the heart, and purity or 
sincerity of action, are necessary. Had it been possible | 
fo become a saint by the wearing of such a shaggy | 
garment and the eating of barley-bread, many beasts | 
would have been saints; for they are furnished with a " 
woolly coating on their body, and live upon barley-corn. 
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I 77. Some are adopted and forsaken. Some go 
I in and come out of their own accord. Others, getting 
I in, are no more allowed to come out. 

I 78. Associate with those that are fire-burnt and 
I water-drowned. 

I 79. If your mind is attached to God, no harm is 
I there if the whole world comes in your possession; nor 
I will it be detrimental, if you hold the finest apparel. 

I You have dressed yourself with the attire of a saint, 

I but the mind is not consigned to God, you stand in 
I need of no such attire. 

I 80. Eemember God such that there may be no 
I necessity for remembering Him again; that is, do not 
I forget Him, so that you will not be required to call 
I Him to mind again. 

I 81. The perfection of man lies in three things— 
I (I) Knowing oneself such as God knows; (2) Your 
I abiding in Him, and His in you; (3) You will not 
I subsist. He will fully exist. 

I 82. Men are engaged in the explanation of the 
I scriptures; but the saints are occupied with the 
I exposition of their own selves. 

I 83. He who is thirsty after God, does not feel 
I contented even with the gift of the whole creation. 

I 84. What you do for God, is substantial; what 
5 you do for man, is worthless. 


p 
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^ I 

I 85. Men sin against God by body, mind, wealth,! 

I and speech. Although the body be employed in Hi^ 

I service, and the speech in the enumeration of His I 

I excellent qualities, you will not be able to advance.! 

I It will not do without the devotion of mind to Him, and? 

I the giving away of everything you possess. When| 

® you will make a sacrifice of these four things, you will! 

I obtain four—Love, Spirit, Life in God, Progress tc| 

® His unity. | 

1 I 

I 86. Your life having been sacrificed to Him, voul 

I will become extinct. i 

• ? 

^ He will offer you His own life. 1 

fil * S 

•\ .... ii 

I 87. A man living with his Lord in secret, is| 

! characterized by his being more enamoured of Hiral 

I than all other objects and persons. | 

I 88. If you seek the world, it will overpower you.f 

I When you turn your back upon the world, you are sure| 
I to overcome it. | 

^ (e 

0 0 

^ 89. A man recedes from God the path of twos 


« 

thought in his mind. 
90. Who is an 


bad| 


For whom this worl(E 


and the next have no existence. That is. both the® 
worlds are insignificant in comparison with Him witll 
whom he has formed union in heart. i| 

I 
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91. Heroism is a great river. It has three 
tributaries—(1) Liberality, (2) Sympathy with the 
people, (3) Not to present solicitation to any person, 
but being' a solicitor to God. 

92. Q .—‘Are you afraid of your opponents and 
their boisterous accusations? 

A .—I do not fear the dead. A strong camel 
is not alarmed at the bell and its sound. 

93. I gazed at His existence—He removed my 
existence from me. Then I turned my eyes towards 

my own non-existence—He revealed His own existence 
in my non-existence. 

94. Everyone is eager for carrying to that place 
something suitable from this place. But nothing 
worthy of that place can be transported there. Only 
one thing can be conveyed, and that is—“ Self- 


thing can be conveyed, 


destruction.” 

95. When God wants to oppress the danger. He 
sends it to the heart of a saint. 

96. True knowledge consists in knowing the exact 

__ ^ A A ^ ^ 


nature of one’s own life. 


97. To have a passion for men is meanness. To 

exercise the tongue in a topic other than God is the 
enticement of the adversary. 

98. To be separated from all things other than 


God is the sign of God’s proximity. 
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Greatness lies in wishing the benefit of others 


I like one’s own, or rather more than that. 


100. The disappearance of the sweetness of 


I divine topic is a punishment to the knower of God. 


151 
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CHAPTER IV 


1. 0 Lord, You have created me for Yourself. 
For You I have seen the light. Do not suffer me to 
be mastered by any created object. 

2. Shut up the mouth—you should not converse 



about anything except God. Close up the heart— 

you should not think of anything except God. Check 

the performance of action and the sensual organs— 

you should not do anything except the beloved work 

of God, and should enjoy no illegal object except that 
enjoined by the Scriptures. 

3. One moment of God-association is preferable 
to the accomplishment of the religious works of all the 
heavenly and mortal beings. 

4. The saint keeps the mind, but that has been 
snatched away from him. He holds the body, but 

that has been taken off. He maintains life, but that 
IS burnt. 


5. 


of 


To sacrifice your favourite objects for the sake 


the Beloved One is the proof of Love. 
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6. Saint is he, who at one time cannot bear the 
stroke with the foot of a mosquito, while at another, 
he holds the seven worlds upon the eye-lid. 

7. The unselfish experience fall on no account, 
while the selfish meet it without delay. 

8. The created objects have no power to control 
me. The man who has known the Creator, how will 
the creation appear in his mind? 

9. If the whole world as a morsel be given to 
the mouth of a suckling, I should have pity upon it 
for its being hungry as yet. 

10. Had I been fully aware of the dignity of 
God, I would have feared no one a whit beyond Him. 

11. The hundred years elapsed did not come by 
a hundred years. Your wealth subsists in the 
moment in which you are now living. Hark, in the 
spiritual world there is no “ time.” The past and 
the future gone. 

12. Accept God in heart, and the world in 
hand. Let it not be such that your tongue will be 
talking about God, but the heart given to worldly 

concerns. 

13. By the internal light is the seeing of the 
faithful. For the other world is beyond sight, the 
internal light is also such; the invisible can be seen 
bv the invisible. 
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14. The worldly persons punish their servants 
for physical sins—they only look at the external 
action. But Grod chastises His servants for sins 
internal—He witnesses their interior. 

15. O men, turn away from all things. Keep 
an eye upon your Lord. Either in this world or in the 
next, you have no refuge but Him. 

16. Who bestows, but takes not—he is a 


“ man.” 


man. 


Who 


he is “ half a 


Who takes, but bestows not—he is 


I “ contemptible man.” I 

I 17. Make an effort in the world to be awake | 
i from the sleep of sluggishness; or contrition for it g 
I will afterwards be of no avail. | 

ill 

I 18. A faithful does not contract a relish for the I 
I glorification of God, so long as he renounces not the I 
I taste of earthly pleasure. | 

I 19. I am as it were immersed in a river. At | 
i times there appears the hope of rescue, while at other | 
I moments, I feel terror from death. | 

I 20. God says—“ 0 My servants, have your face | 
I averted from all the worlds, and turned to Myself. | 
I In all conditions, you have no help without Me. How | 
I long will you flee from Me, and turn aside your face? ” | 

S ' 1 

I 21. He is indeed unfortunate who goes away | 
I from this world without having a taste of God’s | 
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• worship and love; One who has tasted them, always^ 
e pronounces “ peace.” " | 

i 22. Take heed. Who disregard another person i 

I in your presence, do not let yourself be deceived by S 
I their fraud. This is the greatest of all dangers. | 

I 23. Be fearful. Do not treat any one unkindly. | 

I If a man maltreats another, God gives him the i 
I retribution for that maltreatment by appointing some | 
I one over him. I 

I 24. It becomes the source of great peace at the m 

I time of the departure from the world, to remain ® 

I unattached to anything here. | 

I 25. Patience consists in ceasing to strive for I 
I that which is beyond your grasp, and becoming | 
I indifferent to that which is at your disposal. i 

I 26. To live apart from that which separates you | 
I from God is “ renunciation.” I 

I 27. When does servitude become pure?—When a 
I all the works of one’s self are sacrificed to God, and | 
I patience is adopted in adversity. 

I 28. The union with the Beloved One at the 
I sacrifice of all things, and the disappearance of all 
I without Him, are the states of ” Yoga.” 

; 29. As in a debt-bond even a farthing having 

5 been written as unliquidated, the debtor is not free 
S from debt, but remains such for that very farthing, so 
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man in whose life one human shortcoming 
deserves not to be counted as liberated. 


survives, 

One who has secured liberation, does not possess 


Such a man is attracted by | 


anything terrestrial. 

I Love. God has released him from the slavery of 
human emotions, when He has drawn him. 

30. Friendship with persons opposed to religion, 
and the idea of agency in any action—these two 

I conducts are very much detestable. 

31. A hundred hungry tigers do not do such an | 
injury to a flock of goats, as Satan does to men in an 

instant. 

32. Who is elevated?—Whom sin has not 1 
depressed. 

Who is liberated?—Whom covetousness has 



not enslaved. 

Who 


Who 






for God, and reflects upon his own life. 

33. A man flies from him whom he fears; but he 
who fears God, flies within Him. 

34. Whose aim is religion, all his worldly action.s I 
are transformed into religious acts by virtue of that | 
aim. But who aims at the world, all his religious I 

I works perish through that fault. 

35. He who occupies a high position to men, 
ought to look upon himself as low. 
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36. Be secure in God. Be not secure in that you 
have arms. 

37. Be fit for one door. All the doors will be 
opened for you. 


38. What is the indication of a God-lover?—He i 
feels delight at the dying hour; that is, he comes out of 
the world with such an attitude of non-attachment, _ 
that there remains nothing of him to be claimed as his | 


own. 




39. Who is wise ?—Who seeks to attain liberation 
IS from his own human nature. 


[« 


40. Who is a miser?—One who refrains from 
self-sacrifice on the occasion of solicitation. 

41. Self-sacrifice is the preference of others’ 
interests to one’s own in matters of this world and the ® 
other. 

42. He is not worthv of asceticism, to whom the 
gift of something does not seem preferable to 
acceptance. 

43. The whole body is darkness. The internal 
light is its lamp. One who does not possess this lamp, | 
ahvavs lives in darkness. 

ft 

44. Divinity being manifested in the mind, wipes 
awav ail methods of regulation. 
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I upon yourself, “ Separation ” takes place, 
i 46. When God appears, intellect ,goes out of 
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45. When you dii 
then there is “Union.” 


1/ 

When you cast your eyes 


I sight. The intellect recedes as much as God | 
I approaches men; for the intellect is feeble, and the I 
I understanding of the feeble is also feeble as a matter | 
I of cour.se. For a saint in the vicinity of God, the loss I 
I of intellect is the way to God-realization. Intellect is | 
I the instrument for employment in service. It is not I 

I an implement for realizing the Truth. | 

^ (• 

•] ^ 

I 47. The man who perceives himself on the side » 
I of God, and sees everything in Him, becomes free from 
i the desire of all objects by staying in God. i 

I . 1 

I 48. At the first step, a religious worker retains | 

i his agency, but on his ascension to a higher state, he | 

I becomes devoid of it. Then he beholds knowledge in I 

@ his ignorance, life in self-destruction, and freedom in | 

I dependence. J 

i fj 

I 49. Be careful of your time and life. | 

•) [i 

I 50. A fettered mad-man was expressing his joy ^ 
I by uttering various sounds. I asked him—“ What is 1 
I the occasion for your delight, when this adamantine \ 

I chain is bound to your feet? ” He said—“ 0 fool, I 
I the binding is on my leg, not in the heart.” 


God 
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51. He greatly injures his own life, who instead 
of conversing on God, takes to gossiping about this or 
that person. 

52. There are three classes of men. One class 
struggles with himself for God; another combats with 
men for God; the third contends with God for himself. 

53. Who wishes for true renunciation, let him 
withdraw his hand from all sorts of misdeeds. 


54. 


\s long as a devotee does not observe real 


existence in the exercise of internal love upon an 
invisible object and in death, so long is his penance not 
com])leted in every part. 

55. These persons remain here, for trial and 

danger have moved them. Had they not been agitated, 

tliev should have taken shelter in God. Had thev felt 
• ^ 

i)leasure in adversitv, thev would have been united with 

I V I' 

H i m. 

5(). Tn the lieart where any other thing dwells, 
the access of faith becomes unlawful. God does not 
consent tliat anv form of light should get into it. 




There is no sin greater than ignorance. 


58. Wlio has acknowledged God over body, life, | 
wealth, honour, this world and the other, upon none I 
hut him does the sjhritual sun rise. | 

50. The scarcity of patience is the root of all | 
tribulations. I 
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60. These two things tend to destroy men—Quest [ 

of honour and fear of poverty. s 

61. To change a bad idea to a good one is the best | 

ground of religious work. | 

62. No sin is greater than the forgetfulness of 1 

God. I 

o 

63. There is no helper but God, no provisions for I 

journey except the abstention from sensual objects, no | 
work without patience. i 

64. For a novice, the change of mind is needed | 
at first, which consists in self-reproach, the eradication 1 
of desires from the mind, and the passage from bad | 
conduct to the good. So long as the control of speech h 
is not taken recourse to, the change of mind never 1 

I I 

occurs. Without solitude, the restraint of speech does | 
not happen. Except by the use of prescribed meal, the | 
resort of solitude is not likely to come about. | 

65. One Avho has acquired self-knowledge, has I 

also obtained the knowledge of God. i 

% SssI 

66. The circumstances of a God-knower are like | 

those of a person immersed in water. | 

67. He is a great man, who has conquered 1 
himself. Others also he has conquered. As it is said ffi 

He who is the king of himself, is also, the king of 1 

others.” If VOU become vieforionc in O ofr>nrrn»lo riil 


others. If you become victorious in the strusi^gle 
with yourself, no enemy will ever be able to defeat you. 
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He has been condemned, over whom the propensity to 
work has gained a victory. The most prominent loss 
accrues by the union with vile propensity. There is 
no greater means of attaining God than the opposition 
to low desires. 


68 . 


Be there something or not—to stay unruffled 


in both these states, is “ dependence.” 

69. You will live with God without the contact 
of others—this is internal dependence. 

70. Righteousness proceeds from the moderation 
in diet, the enjoyment of peace in God, and the 
destitution of human intercourse. 

71. Saint is he, who is free from impurity. 
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endowed with 


good thoughts, whose 


shackles of 


ignorance have been snapped by dint of the intimacy 
with God, and in whose eyes dust and gold are equal. 

72. The first step to realization is that the 
religious worker attains determinate reason, by which 
all the sensory organs are rendered feeble, furnishing 
him with a sense of peculiar pleasure. That is, by that 
resolute knowledge, the evil emotions of mind are 
weakened in the extreme. 

73. The renunciation of the world is ” patience.” 
The world is evil propensity. He who befriends his 
own natural inclination, befriends the enemy of God. 
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74. Contract friendship with him who possesses 
what you want. 

75. The proneness to God is accomplished by 
worldly indifference. 

76. A man wanted some instruction from a saint, 
I on which the latter said—“ Your salvation rests upon 

the restraint of speech, the absence of sleep, temperate 




w 


meal and retirement. 




77. Whom amongst men should I keep company ? 

—The pious with the knowledge of Truth. For they 
do not make much of anything pertaining to themselves. 
They understand the scope of every action, and will, I 
therefore, treat with indulgence and patience under all 
circumstances. 

78. To speak about something which will not be 
translated into action, is the sign of a prattler. 

79. He never gets salvation, who is fond of 
supremacy. 

80. Keep back your tongue as much from the 
eulogy of men, as from their scandal. 

81. Q .—By what means shall I be entitled to 
actual religious work ? 

—Put away the love of the world from 
Any earthly object having taken a hold ® 




A. 


your heart. 

on your mind, every salutation will be directed to that 
object. 
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82. Q .—Be gracious to impart me some instruc- 


•\ 
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*1 


■—Create the spirit of dependence on God. 

Then God will be with you, and you will also rest in 

Him. Lay your difficulty before Him, rather than any 

one else; for no man has the capacity to benefit or 

injure you. Implore Him, if you do. Who holds the I 
panacea. 

83. I am aware of a path, by treading which one 

may quickly reach God, viz., you will not ask anything 

I of any person, and you will possess no such thing as 
may be asked of you. 

84. Who desires to have his virtue free from 
impediments, his body and mind endowed with bliss 
and tranquillity, his sorrows and sufferings dwarfed, 
let him keep from the society of worldly men. The 
exi.stent ej)och is one of loneliness and indifference. 

85. The word that has no connection with deed, 
i.s only a form of hypocrisy. 

80. The blindness in perceiving one’s own fault, 
is the .sign of a man of religious conceit. 

87. That is the strongest power, by which you 

will have an ascendancv over the senses. 

« 

I 

88. He is sure to be unable a hundred times to 
rule others, who is unable to rule his own sense. 
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89 


Your tongue is the translator of your mind; 


What you 


intimacy with the people. 


Not to oppress human 


beings, and to put up with oppression without spite and 
revenge, are the signs of a good disposition. 

95. The saint is like the sun—he scatters light all 
around. He is like the earth—he carries the burden 
of all. He is like water—from him every heart finds 


£ 

a 


a your face is the mirror of your heart. What you | 
I conceal in your heart, is displayed on your countenance. | 

I 90. Do not sever yourself from any one by guess | 
i and suspicion. Never quit his company without | 
I chastisement. | 

i] [• 

i 91. The abstention of mind from the investigation I 

ril ^ 

I of sensual objects, the satisfaction in the acquisition of | 

I food sufficient for appeasing hunger, the acquiescence I 

• ^ , • 

a in clothes suitable for covering the body, the total | 

i indifference to unnecessary things, the removal of the | 
® attachment of heart to the worldly people—these are | 

I the indications of “ Vairagya.” i 

•1 If 

* % 

I 92. So long as a man does not make his virtue I 

I beyond the reach of desire, he is in no way entitled to 1 

® perfection. | 

0 1 

I 93. He is the strongest of all men, who has | 
I succeeded to overcome his anger. | 


94. Truth is found scanty in him who keeps great I 
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y resuscitation. He is like fire—by him, the world is 
® enlightened. 






96. Temperance is the most beloved of God. 


He 11 




does not give it to any one except him whom He loves. 

97. He who eats to the full, meets with six 
situations;—(1) He does not feel the sweetness of God- 
worship; (2) His retentive faculty decreases; (3) He 
is deprived of the pleasure of showing kindness to men 
—he thinks all persons of the world satiated like him; 
(4) For him, religious work becomes difficult to be 
accomplished; (5) The desire for sensual gratification 

I j)revails in him; (6) All the faithful devotees frequent 
I the place of worship, but he frequents the privy. 

98. He who in the world teaches the highest 
knowledge of truth to incompetent fellows, does away 
with the glory of that knowledge. And he who 

j deprives the competent of that knowledge, does 
injustice to them. 

99. One who only tries in earnest to admit 
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something into the belly, is worth the thing excreted s 
out of it. 
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100. If God wishes the welfare about you, He 
will bestow upon you the knowledge in regard to the 
senses; then He will take away your senses from you 
one by one in His own hands, and show you the non- 
i existence. So He will reveal to you His own existence 




ISl 




i in your non-existence. Thenceforth you will see the 
I men in correspondence with your own state. You will 
look upon them as so many balls of game, and 
understand that the balls are moved bv the Owner of 
them. 
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CHAPTER V. 
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1. Despite the vast expansion of the universe, it 
is but narrow to the religious workers, and their 
inclination to it is contracted. They are in search of 
such a region beyond the range of this and the other 

world. 

2. That religious worker who raises the cry of 
distress at the scarcity of food for five days, should be 
sent to the market, so that he may go about begging 


I 

I 

• 


alms. 




3. You will fully sacrifice yourself to the object of 


your love, and nothing will remain as your own 


® 

@ 

(D 


this ® 


is “ love. 




4. To keep company with the wicked is a trial 


and danger for the good. 


5. 


about— i 


(l)The indisposition of nature; (2) The indisposition | 
by practice; (3) The indisposition by bad contact. | 
The indisposition of nature is constituted by the “ 
enjoyment of dubious and unlawful objects. The 
indisposition by practice arises from aiming at illegal 
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9. It is difficult to contract friendship with the 
poor and the distressed. No other person is capable 
of maintaining patience in the friendship with the 
wretched, than one devoted to truth. 

10. You ought to preserve noble courage; for it 
is the basis of all actions, and upon it everything 
depeijds. 

11. To be released from worldly life is a great ad¬ 
vantage; for it is the thickest veil between God and the 
religious worker. The secret truth does not, therefore, 
find manifestation without the death of worldly life. 
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and false affairs, and from making and hearing the | 
censure of others. The indisposition by bad contact ^ 

originates from the pursuance of desire. i 

[• 

6. The influence of sentiment through the medium | 

of music, is the revealer of secret truth concerning the g 
perception of the object of love. | 

o 

7. The sign of a real saint is this—While gaining | 

glory, he considers himself devoid of it; at the i 
attainment of power and plenty, he clings to modesty; | 
on the occasion of celebrity, he keeps himself in secret. ® 
A counterfeit saint is opposed to this. | 

8. He finds extrication from disaster, whom God I 

pleases to provide with these things—The belly unsated | 
with dainties, the heart filled with contentment, and | 
unceasing modesty. s 


1 





i 
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12. For all, death is the door to the other world, i 

[• 

No religious worker is able to reach God except through! 
that door. I 

I 

13. Live with God. If you are unable to do so, | 

keep his company who lives with Him. Then the | 
power of his association will lead you to God, and you | 
will be liberated in both the worlds. s 

I 

14. It is the mark of a religious worker that he | 

meets hostilely with men of different disposition, while | 
he seeks for those of homogeneous character. I 

15. He only is intelligent, who speaks according I 

to necessity, and abstains from loquacity. | 

16. He who does not dwell in the ground of| 
calmness, rests in garrulity, though staying still. | 

17. The stay and movement of a religious worker | 
should be pointed to God. The stay and movement of | 

another sort tend to the loss of spiritual life. | 

[• 

18. In humility is greatness, in abstinence, glory, | 

in contentment, salvation. | 

19. I feel no tendency to mix with the brethren! 

from fear of separation. I 

(i 

20. That religious worker who wills to bear the^ 
burden of difficulty, delights in distress and suffering. | 

21. The pure-hearted saint dwells with the Lord, | 

and the ascetic engages in the struggle with his worldly | 
propensity. | 


should be pointed to God. 


n 

I THE P] 

I 

I 22. Go( 

a , , 



THE PEARL-GARLAND OF HAPPY PRECEPTS 


61 


I 22. God brings him to misfortune in his old age, 
I who disobeys His commandment in youth. He who 
I serves any virtuous man a day with firm adherence, 
i has the fruit of that service transmitted to his life. 
I What then should be the condition of a man who 
I employs his whole life in the service of the saints, and 

I spends it in their company? 

1 

I 23. To refrain from making a display of one’s 
I own affluence and power, to remain unknown to 
s persons, and to cease from unnecessary actions—these 
^ are the attributes of a saint. 

I 24. The wise have achieved subtle wisdom 
I through contemplation and silence. 

I 25. The path of God is far away. It is very 
I difficult to hold patience in it. 

I 26. The heart becomes replete with pious feelings 
I by the company of the pious, and wicked notions arise 
I in the mind by the company of the wicked. 


* 




i 


27. 


The heart does not get to salvation without 


I its abstinence from the superfluous objects in which 
I worldly men are accustomed to keep their minds 
I employed. 




I 28. There can be no explanation of the emotional 
I state of a God-lover; for to the faithful, this is an 

I unfathomable truth. 


1 

[• 


II - l> ~ I 
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I 29. Patience consists in abiding with God, and 
I welcoming danger with ease and joy. 

I 30. Love is included in satisfaction. Satisfaction 
I is not excluded from love. For you do not love any one 
I except him with whom you are satisfied, and you are 
I not satisfied with any one without him whom you love. 

I 31. 0 men, know that the patient does not die 

I when deprived of food and water; but he who deprives 
I his mind of wisdom, knowledge and the good sayings 
I of the saints, suffers mental death. 

I 32. Remain in intimacy with God, or do not live 
I in the world—this is the only essential word. 

^ 33. There is no difference between you and me 

I except in this point. You say “ I,” whereas I say 
I “ He.” You see yourself, and hear by yourself, but 
I I see Him, and hear by Him; otherwise I am also a 
I man like you. 

I 34. The religious preceptor is your mirror. In 

I the degree that the lustre of devotion glows in you, 
I will you be able to perceive through him. 

i 35. That is neither knowledge, nor ignorance, 



I nor perception, neither light, nor darkness, nor death 
I —that is only “ existence.” 

I 36. The religious hero is the abode of peace, not 

I of fear. He enjoys the company of God, and along 
I with God he casts his amiable glance upon the people. 
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37. When “ You ” and “ I ” exist, gesture and 
words have their occasion. But when the sentiment 
of “ You ” and “ I ” departs, there is no more 


You ” and 


i 

I 

o 

O 


breast of the Lover. 


When it becomes intense, it 


burns up all things without God, and throws them 

away like ashes. 


opportunity of gesture and words. | 

[• 

38. When you will have the knowledge about | 
Him, you will not be able to speak of your having the \ 

knowledge about Him. | 

[• 

39. The world is impure. More impure is he I 

whose mind is addicted to it. | 

40. As much as the saint comes in close contact | 

with a man of the world, does he become powerless i| 
to that person. H 

41. Where there is the Lord, there is vitality. I 

[• 

42. Had there been any one who could search 1 
God without God, then there would be two Gods. | 

43. I do not ask gentility from you. Vain is • 
that motherhood which wants gentility from a child | 
at the breast. Only he wishes gentility from you, who | 
lives with you by the claim of his suitable portion. | 

44. To me, my own non-existence is superior to | 

all the objects produced by the Creator. | 

[• 

45. Intoxicated Love kindles like fire in the | 


CD?!* 
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i I 

I 46. That is knowledge, which keeps you afar I 
I from the ground of death. I 

i 47. The man who is able to dispense with his own | 
® dignity, for him it is easy to abandon the world, and I 

fel _j -1 ^ rz) 


I0| «/ - w C4IXX\41 

® become averse to the worldly persons. Otherwise not. 

® 48. Misfortune befalls a religious worker by the 

I satisfaction of his worldly propensity. 

I 49. Sin is easy of performance for him who feels 
I glorified in his own eyes. 

I 50. Desire prevails over him who listens to the 
I voice of tendency. He gets incarcerated in the prison 
I of low desire. God makes all the good results unlawful 
I for him. He does not feel gratified in religious 
I precepts, nor is he inclined to accept them. 

I 51. The want of difference between the states of 
I pain and pleasure, owing to the sense of gratification 


The 


iin all circumstances of life, is “ patience.” The 
I constancy of mind in cases of adversity is ” patience.” 
I Patience means the abstinence from oppression, and 
• the concealment of the cruel behaviour of others to 
I oneself. 

I 52. To be awake from the sleep of indolence, to 
I separate oneself from earthly enjoyments, and to 
I tremble at the fearful idea of God-separation—these no 
I doubt transcend all other penances of man. 


i 

I 

I 

I 

• 

I 

I 

I 

• 

I 

I 
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53. A religious worker has three rules to observe 
—He has to sleep at the time of great drowsiness, take 
food on the occasion of hunger, and speak when 
necessity demands. 


54. God has a sort of wind called “ the morning 
breeze.” That breeze gathers beneath the exalted 
heaven and blows at the peep of dawn. It carries the 
groan and petition of the sinner to the presence of the 
glorious Lord. 

55. The attachment to the created object is a 
punishment, the formation of intimacy with worldly 
men is a crime, the expression of love to them is a 
misfortune. 


“ 56. The pure-minded saint is externallv a 

5 servant, but internally he is emancipated. 

s 57. The heart shrinks from living with men, 
I when it has secured real attachment to God. 

I 58. Rare indeed are such persons as have been 
I intent upon placing union with God, and are fearful 
I of the association with friends and kinsfolk. 


59. Who contracts love with the 


poor, the 


eternal entity loves him, and the transitory object 
becomes his enemy. 


I 60. None can triumph over 

I accompanied by the Love of God. 


him who 


IS 
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61. From the moment you have come out of the 
mother's womb, you are engaged in decaying your own 
life. 

62. The water of meditation is sprinkled upon 
the tree of spiritual knowledge, the water of contrition 
upon the tree of atonement, and the water of union 
upon the tree of love. 

63. Abstinence consists in not looking at worldly 
happiness, and not thinking over it even in the mind. 

64. I have secured prosperity in the knowledge 
of Truth, glory in humility, felicity in the absence of 
worldly desires, scarcity of fault-finding in silence, 
tranquillity in desperation to the world. 


65. 


The intentness on religious works is the sign 


of God-favour, the abstinence from unlawful behaviour 
is the sign of self-regard, a sense of respect to the secret 
truth is the sign of mental awakening, and the 
abandonment of dwelling with self-conceit is the sign 
of indiscreet mortal sentiment. 

66. For a pure-hearted saint, the fondness for 
the world is a foul act, which necessitates the begging 
of pardon as an atonement for it. The atonement is 
a word embracing six ideas, viz. —(1) Self-repentance 
for the past sin; (2) An earnest endeavour to do away 
with the tendency of sin; (3)The fulfilment of the duties 
that have fallen short between God and one’s own self; 
(4) The requital for the misconduct towards men; (5) 
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The decaying of the marrow and muscles produced by 
unlawful enjoyment; (6) The employment of the body 
and mind to taste the bitterness of religious works in 
proportion to their past experience of the sweetness of 


sm. 



74. 


Who is intelligent ? 


attachment to the world. 


He who keeps no 




awfilf# 


* • < 

[a 


i 67. Live in this world through bo(h', but rest in • 

® the other world through mind. | 

1 . . • 
I 68. Desire is the cord of Satan. The man j 

I possessed with desire, becomes united with Satan. | 
® © 

I 69. To utilize the time by the meditation of God i 

I 

i is the most excellent work. • 

I i* 

I 70. The vilest of men is he, who seeks to curry ® 
favour with the rich; and he is the greatest, who treats 2 

1 men with modesty. s 

j 7l. Take possession of the firmness of mind; • 
£ don t desire to have supernaturality, for your tendency J 

2 leans to supernatural works, while God wants • 

I constancy. | 

[ 72. The saint with his life offered to God, has I 

I made an end to his worldly life, and attained Salvation | 
I by the realization of God. God has become the Lord of 1 
[ all his actions; he has no agency about himself. I 

I 73. He is a man of worldly indifference, over I 

I whom nothing other than God exercises its influence. | 
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Who is wealthy ?—He who feels satisfaction 


with the gift of Providence 


Who is humble ?—He who has no desire in 


his mind. 


Who is clever?—He whom world cannot S 


dupe. 


Who is miser ? 


He who obstructs the giving 


away of riches furnished by God. I 

& 

75. Happy is he, whose first work in life after « 

getting out of bed at dawn is religious devotion, whose g 
desire points to humility, situation to solitude, aim is | 
directed to the other world, and whose hope for the | 
change in life holds to the favour of God. | 

76. Prosperity lies in the opposition of tendency, | 

and adversity in the pursuit of it. I 

77. The heart of all men is endowed with divine 1 
qualities, but these are eclipsed when “ world ” enters | 


it. 


78. He is sure to fall soon into religious distress, 
who grumbles at worldly misfortune. 

79. If you express delight in sinful topics, when 
you are able to conquer sin, that is more condemnable 
for you than the execution of vicious act. 

80. Distinguished persons become immersed in 
the ocean of spirituad contemplation, while ordinary 
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men whirl bewilderingly in the desert of sloth and 
I apathy. 

81. “ Vairagya ” has four characteristics—(1) 
Eeliance upon God; (2) Indifference to the world; (3) 
Eure love to God; (4) Endurance of oppression for the 
glory of virtue. 

82. Quickly does he fall into great difficulty, who 
I trifles small vice, and thinks it easv. 


0 


{•J 

•1 

c 

!•] 

L*i 

0 

I* 

o 


@ 

9 


83. Five are the medicines of internal disease 
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(1) The company of the virtuous; (2) The study of 
religious scriptures; (3) Scanty enjoyment; (4) Night- i| 
worship; (5) Eager prayer at the break of day. 

84. What is the characteristic of Love?—The 
rarity of religious pomp, uninterrupted spiritual 
contemplation, frequence of solitude, maintenance of 
silence at all times. A Lover does not give audience 
to any one, nor does he listen to the call of others. He 
does not feel dejected at the occurrence of any difficulty 
or mishap, neither does he exult in prosperity. He 

I fears nobody, and entertains no hope from any person. 

85. When you perform any good action, never 

eagerly let this idea take possession of your mind, that 

persons may remember and glorify you for that pious 

act. But you should hope for no reward from any 

people except God. This is the pure and virtuous 
course of action. 
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86. Never feel sorry for anything except that 
from which you will have to sustain loss to-morrow 
{i.e., in the other world); nor take delight in anything 
except that which will minister to your joy to-morrow. 

87. That fear, which coming of your deviations 
in life from the course of righteousness owing to 

; negligence, makes you always sorrowful and keeps you 

I pensive about the rest of your life, is mostly beneficial. 

% 

\ 

\ 88. The pleasant taste of religious action is wiped 

; off from the heart of a man who hears false reports to 

I a great extent. 

» 

I 89. Who hopes to have “ life," tell him to break 
•j his heart and avoid greed. Then will he be free from 
I the bondage of all impure objects, and will attain 

I “ new life.’’ 

I 90. The freedom of mind from all things and the 
I attainment of peace in God, are the only real virtues. 

i 91. That knowledge is genuine, which goads you 
I on to action ; and that faith is pure, which elevates you. 

5 92. Jov and ecstasv is not favourable for that 

5 religious worker who is attached to himself. 

\ 93. How do you do?—Oh, you can understand 

I the state of one whose life wanes and offence waxes. 

I 94. It is far more difficult to preserve the tongue 

\ from abuse, than to keep money from misappropriation. 

... 
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95. You have been connected with a time when 
men are more apt to choose words than actions, and 
are more content with knowledge than its application. 
Thus have you fallen in the midst of a people of the 
worst nature in a very bad epoch. 

96. There is no such thing in the world, that you 


will enjoy happiness with it. 


TTialloyed happiness 


has not been created in the earth. 

97. There is the propitiousness of men slighted, | 

where the propitiousness of God is sought for. In fact, 

the man who is satisfied with God, keeps no desire from 
the people. 

98. Vairagya ” is such a thing as cannot be 
contained but in an empty heart. 

99. You will never attain perfection, so long as 

your enemy will not obtain security from you. k 

r?" 

100. Three things are very difficult to be practised I 
—Liberality on the occasion of personal want, the i 
preservation of “ Vairagya ” in solitude, and the ^ 
speaking of truth to the person whom one is afraid of. I 

'X 
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CHAPTER VI. 
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I 1. You will accept truth from the words of any 
I person whatever, treat humbly with men of the lowest 
a position and honourably with those that are of a higher 
I dignity than yourself, hold patience in contempt, feel 
I gratitude at tlie attainment of something, bridle your 
I anger, and neglect the purse-proud fellow—these are 
I the characteristics of modesty. 

s 2. To live apart from the society of the heretics, 
I to give up untruth, to cease from the association with 
I the proud, to return to the presence of the dearest 
I Lord, to hurry towards the path of eternal felicity, to 
I promise strongly to abandon sin, to remain firm in the 
I cessation of vice, to atone for the transgression 
I perpetrated, to have a decrease of force—these are the 

I characteristics of the remission of sin. 

r»] 

[•] 

I 3. The relinquishment of the objects at hand, the 
I forsaking of desire for the things lost, the engagement 
S in the service of the adorable one, the sacrifice of self 
I for the Lord, internal purity, the state of being worthy 
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of the love of the Beloved One, the want of attachment 
to the lawful object of enjoyment, and the scarcity of 
rest—these are the characteristics of “ Vairagya.” 
In a word, the religious worker cannot take up real 
“ Vairagya ” without realizing peace in God. 

4. To be careless about inquiring after the thing 
whose essential nature is bevond the reach of 
comprehension, to remain far from dubious objects, to 
investigate the goodness or badness of things, to abstain 
from anxious thought, to apply oneself to the subject 
of gain or loss, to be constant to the divine grace, to 
preserve honesty about the pawn, to keep from 
dangerous sites, to hesitate to make a display of regard 
these are the characteristics of goodness. 


5. 


The restraint of vile inclinations, a strono" 

to 


hold on the subjects already studied, the mood of 
steadiness in the investigation of Tove, the cessation 
of hurry, the desire for the pursuance of goodness, the 
firm continuation of religious practice, the full 
employment of energy in suitable matters, the fixity 
in truth about all transactions, the permanence of 
]:)erseverance, and the rectification of defects—these 
are the characteristics of patience. 

6. The consonance of mind with the tongue, the 
preservation of harmony between word and action, the 
avoidance of the expectation of worldly praise,' the 

discontinuance of the acceptance of ao-enev,' the 
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acknowledgment of the excellence of the other world in 
preference to this world, and the suppression of 
inclination—these are the characteristics of the 
devotion to truth. 

7. Frequent living in retirement, great terror in 
world-attachment, the taste of pleasure in panegyric, 
the feeling of happiness in religious practice, and the 
adoption of the chain of obedience—these are the 
characteristics of God-love. 

8. To remain stable in the object approaching 
you from heaven or earth, to accept what is destined 
to happen, to set foot on servitude, to go out of lordship, 
i.e., to give up emulation or the assertion of superiority, 
to forsake self-capacity, to dispense with worldly 
relations, to enter into truth, to acquire the knowledge 
of the Truth, to despair of men—these are the 

characteristics of dependence. 

9. To be scrupulous in mind, to measure the word 
before speaking, to abstain from the work for which it 
is necessary to beg pardon, to keep from the 
remembrance of shameful objects, to restrain the eyes, 
ears and tongue, to be cautious of eating and the 
exercise of senses, to be indifferent to the method of 
worldly life, to have a thoughtful recollection of corpse 
and cemetery—these are the characteristics of 

liashfulness. 
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10. To love death on happy occasions, to consider 
life as a foe while enjoying health, to cherish love and 
affection for the topic of God, to be agitated at the 
season of spending life without God, to feel pleasure 
even in the reflection of the moment when the gaze is 


fixed upon 
devotion. 


God—these are the characteristics of 


r< 






11. Be averse to this world. Also feel aversion 
to the prosperity of the world to come, embrace death 
as a festival. Flee from the worldly persons, as men 
do from tigers. 

12. Control your tongue. Live alone by leaving 
the society of men. Disjoin your mind from them. 

13. If you want to have secure circumstances, 
bid adieu to both the worlds with salutation. The 
two worlds being forsaken, you will arrive at the 
nature of Truth. 

14. The men who are gone the way of all flesh 
remain in waiting for you. 

15. Do not take repose in bed, cease from the 
relish of all enjoyments, and carry forbearance even 

at flogging, until you succeed to get beyond the steps 
of death. 

16. The foundation of goodness is laid upon these 
three natures:— 

(1) To establish union with the humble; (2) To 
be persevering in self-sacrifice and generosity; (3) To 
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look doMHi upon the favourableness and aversion of 


B 

□ 

[Q 

□ 

Q 

* 

□ 
^ . 

a 

□ 


men. 


I 17. Self-unity consists in the irresistible mani- | 
I festation of divinity at the loss of humanity. @ 

I 18. That which takes men away from the other I 
I world, is “ Samsara.” Some have their homes for \ 
I “ Samsara,” some their pompous traffic, some their • 
I learning and glory for it, some their meetings and | 
I assemblies, and others, their wishes and inclinations. | 

I Each person is confined by his own desire to the limit | 

i marked by himself. I 

II 

I 19. The tendency tends towards bad conduct, i 

I Man is, therefore, enjoined to hold it in the right | 

5 ) course. The tendency goes in the contrary way in | 

I) accordance with its own natural turn. The man that & 

looses its bridle, shares the crime with it. | 

i] . . . i 

I 20. God observes the interior, while men the | 

w exterior side. It is necessary to keep the ground under s 

I God’s view purer than that falling to the sight of men. | 

[•] . . . ? 
ffl 21. It is fit to remain unswerving to the object | 

I taken to be good. I 

I 22. Man is attached to his own misfortune, that | 
I is, he craves for such things as serve to bring about his | 
I misfortune. | 

a 23. The indifference to the world that originates | 


from a particular cause, has no significance. 
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H 24. Pride, odium and misfortune become attached j£ 

r~- 

i to him who is attached to his own worldly life. ^ 

1 ... I 

I 25. Hope not for God-association, until you cut s 
I asujider the bond of attachment to the created objects; | 
I hope not for sound education and pious thought, so I 
I long as your heart is engaged in sundry objects; hope I 
I not for the attainment of the knowledge of truth, till I 
I you extricate your mind from the desire of agency and I 

^ Ir ^ 

I superiority. | 

I 26. He who does not recognize himself, becomes s 

I proud of his own merit. I 

1 27. None can acquire the satisfaction of God, | 

5 by sustaining in his mind one dro]) of world-dignity. s| 

I 28. What action is the best ?—To detain oneself 
I from the connection of anything without God. | 

I 29. No work is more profitable than the 1 

I purification of heart. | 

o • 

3 30. To be entirely attached to any one, then to I 

I raise him to the highest position by wealth, life and I 
I body, to preserve union with him internally and I 
i externally, at last to regard complete defect on one’s I 
I own part—these are expressive of real love. I 

a worldly persons, to take to I 

night from the object they are used to be fond of, and I 

to enjoy the lusciousness of divine hymns in solitude- I 

these are the characteristics of the devotion to God. I 
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32. He is to be regarded as having real devotion 
to truth, who feels no dissatisfaction in mind even at 
the want of due regard from the people, but rather 
deems it profitable to himself ; who does not like to 
have a bit of his good action noticed by men; and who 
is resolute in every work. 

33. The adversary will get the better of you at 
the laxity of determination. When vou feel the want 
of resolution, be not quiescent, but take shelter in God. 

34. God has thought it proper to direct the way 
to the person who has prepared his own life for 
religious practice. 

35. Heretofore were persons that were designated 
as “ panacea.” Men used to recover by their contact. 
Now all is “ disease,” that has no “ medicine.” The 
good expedient is, therefore, that you place intimacy 
with God, and make His sacred books the vade-mecum 
of life. 


36. Shrewdness adopts self-conceit. 


Most 


shrewd persons are seen to be away from the path of 
religion. 

37. Do not sever yourself from the person in 
whose character you perceive any good quality. Then 
a part of his merit will probably soon be transferred to 

vour mind. 
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38. Genuine Love appears at the extinction of 
desire and human feeling. 

39. Pious thought brings meditation, and 
meditation brings inscrutable Love. 

40. He who contracts the tongue from speaking 
the truth, is a silent devil. 

41. To curb the senses under the ordinances of 
the Creator, is a real penance. 

42. Man has two mouths in the heart. The one 
turns towards the external world; only external 
sentiments arise in it. The other towards the internal 
world, in which internal or spiritual sentiments take 
their rise. When the shadow of the sentiment of the 
first mouth falls upon the other, then this mouth also 
takes the nature of the former. When the sentiment 
of the latter, which is termed “ light,” falls upon the 
former, then even the external world is manifested as 
the spiritual world. 

43. What is liberation?—Then is liberation, 
when relief is obtained from the labyrinthian snare of 
selfish works. 

44. It is no doubt a great wonder, if, when in 
spite of your being wicked, any one declares you to be 
good, it appears more pleasing to you than when he 
would declare you wicked. 


# f • 
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I 45. A man wishing to go from one place to 
i another, should at first go away from the ground of 
I desire and inclination. 

I 46. The body is your prison. When you are 
I released from it, you have attained felicity. Now are 
I you at liberty to go anywhere. 

I 47. Q .—How is it known that the servant of God 
I has firmly taken recourse to Him, and strengthened 

I his faith? 

I A. —If he feels contented at the loss of any 

I worldly object in connection with him. 

I 48. Make sincerity your conveyance and truth 
I the sword, and go on your way. Know that God 
I longs for you. 

I 49. Everything has a special ornament for it. 
I The ornament of the heart is the feeling melted with 

I sincere love. 

I 50. When the servant of the Lord is freed from 
s the persuasion of low propensity, and deceit, he gets 

I salvation. 

I 51. Every object has some stigma. Full meal 
I is the stigma of internal light. 

; 52. To oppose human feeling is the best work. 

I 53. If men, without lamenting for any other 

I subject, only bewail the loss that accrues in life, then 
I this sorrow suffices for them to the end of the chapter, 




Tify. 
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54. He who wants instruction, should mark the | 

revolution of day and night. S 

55. Know for certain, that that religious practice |f 
which yields you no fruit in this world, will also || 
produce no reward in the next. That is, you must | 
have here the perception of internal peace through | 

religious practice. • 

^ 4 

56. If the negligent could know the heavy loss | 
that results from their present mode of living, they | 
would have met accidental death by the agony of mind. • 

57. When the spiritual eye of the perceiver of i 

God is opened, his external eye is closed. ; 

[o 

58. God enjoins you to cease from the object in g 
which tendency calls you to engage. 

I 9 * 

59. No person except a Pure Lover is able to | 

feel the influence of fraud. • 

60. Take care, do not contend with any created ^ 

object for your own sake. In that case, you will be | 
expressing egotism. Know that you yourself are next 
to nothing. There is a Lord over you. Make over 
your burden to Him, and remain as a corpse. & 

tr J 

61. Some one came to me and asked for an ochre- [ij 
cloth. I said:—“ First reply to this query, that if any | 


man wears the apparel of a woman, or any woman that i 
of a man, is it likely that he or she will be transformed ^ 
to the other sex? ” He said:— “ No, never.” I I 
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then rejoined; 


In this way, you will never become 


a saint by putting on a saint’s robe without saint-like 
qualification.” 

62. Q .—What is a misfortune for me? 


A. 


Heart’s death? ” 


Q .—How is it? 

A .—” The attachment of mind to sensual 


objects. 


63. God has led me to such a spot that I see all 


the worlds within two fingers. 


64. Saint is he, who leaves the object that does 
not conduce to the purification of soul. 

65. A saint thus related his own history:—“ In 
the prime of life, I asked my parents to employ me in 
the work of God. To this they consented, saying 
‘ Very well, we offer you to God.’ Then I departed 
from them. After a period, I returned to the door of 
my house, and knocked at it. The parents asked from 
inside the house—' Who is present at the door? ’ I 
replied—' Your son is come.’ They said—' We had 
a son, whom we made a sacrifice to God. We are not 
in a position to re-accept him whom we thus presented.’ 
My parents did not open the door for me any more. 
Oh! What an elevated heart! What a sincere love 
of God! What a devotion to truth! Blessed is the 

son who has parents of this nature. 
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66. A devotee had ten beautiful sous. 


0.5 


Once 


upon a time, he happened to set out on a journey with 
them. In the way, a bandit made an attack, and began 
to kill his sons one by one by having their eyes tied. 
The father said nothing, but went on smiling with his 
face uplifted towards the heaven. When the bandit 
attempted to kill the tenth son by putting nine to death, 
the lad addressed his father, and said—“ What a 
strange cruel father you are! The bandit killed your 
nine sons, but all along you keep smiling' without 
uttering a word. ” The father replied— “ 0 darling, 
the rejoicer of my heart! He who does this act, cannot 
be called to account. God himself knows and sees it. 

He may very well protect at pleasure.” This exp res- 

> ' • . . . • • * 

sion touched the heart of the bandit, and he cried out 
—“ 0 Sir, why did you not give vent to it before ? In 
that case, no son of yours would have been murdered.” 

67. I entreat you to make yourself, ready for 
that, to prevent which no one can find any expedient, 
and on the arrival of which, any amount of sorrow is 
of no avail. 

68, Q .—Why is love made encircled with 
difficulties ? 

A .—So that unfortunate vulgar people 
cannot brag of love; they make their retreat just at 
the sight of difficulty. 
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tt. 

I 69. If a man stay and develop, within a dark 
I well, and then all on a sudden be lifted from it, he will 
I be taken aback by the sight of the radiant orb of the 
s sun, and will not be able for a long period to. glance at 
I it. By and by, he being practised to it, it comes to 
f pass that he gets at a sort of knowledge in his heart 
i about the sun, through which the mystery of the sun 
I reveals itself. Such is the condition of a man with 
I respect to God. 

si 

I 70. The man who, being subject to his own 
inclination, goes to a temple with a view to seeing God, 
meets disappointment. I wonder why he does not 
I trample under foot his own inclination; then will he 
^ be able to reach Him, and will have His auspicious 


view. 



71. The celestial angel cannot commit to writing | 
the pure disinterested love, and Satan cannot put an | 

end to it. Men also are not able to comprehend it. I 

0 

72. God has exalted him who has humbled i 

_ Vri 

himself. But he who has exalted his own self, has S 
been humbled by God. | 

73. Dwelling in seclusion and want of attachment I 

are of all works the best. | 

74. A man does not become worthy of really | 
“ rising to heaven,” go long as he fears any object of | 

this world. I 
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75. On the eve of my being out on a journey, some 


one asked 


What 


I answered—“ These provisions 


have:—(1) In 


I respect of my subsistence, I see none jiearer than | 
I myself; (2) Wherever I go, I see that the dictate of | 
\ God comes along with me; (3) Whatever circumstances ^ 
I I may be in, I perceive that God knows everything I 
I about me.” | 

I 76. A virtuous man once presented himself in | 

I the funeral obsequies of a neighbour. All men there | 
I were speaking in high terms of the departed person | 
I thus—“ He was a very good man.” On hearing this, | 
I the pious person said—‘ ‘ Had I previously known that ^ 

1 men are so much satisfied with this fellow, I would | 

2 . . . 1 ^ 
I never have joined in his funeral rites. For the people | 

[ of the present age are generally seen to be satisfied | 

I with the hypocrites; none but a hypocrite is entitled | 

I to their praise.” ; 

I 77. The indifference to the world consists in p 
I accepting the sustenance only from God. | 

I ^ 

I 78. Love time; it will not in that case be out of I 

S W 

I your hands. , I 

I 79. Q .—What am I to do now? | 

I .4.—You should turn your knowledge to | 

\ action. The knowledge that is not transformed into | 
I work, resembles a body without life. | 
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80. Prowess lies in the pursuance of legal 
precepts. 

81. Once an emaciated old fellow was being led 
to the prison with strokes of cane. He very well put 
up with the caning without the least groan. Having 
been taken up with this sight, I went after him, and 
interrogated as to how he was able to endure with 
patience the hard flogging in spite of his being so 
decrepit and imbecile in body, to which he answered— 

My darling, calamity is borne only by fortitude, not 
by body.” I then asked—” Of what nature is patience 


to you? 


He said—“ I consider the entrance into 


disaster as a release from it.” 

82. Five things always accompany you—(1) 
God, (2) Worldly life, (3) Satan, (4) World, (5) 
Society. Keeping union with God, approving of His 
decree with perfect composure, going against the 
worldly life, treating Satan with utter hatred, bearing 
patience as regards the world, behaving favourably 
with the Society—if you bear yourself thus, beatitude 
is certain. If you give yourself up to ascertaining the 
pith or essence of these five companions, and care to 
deal with them in a proper way, you will find 
liberation, or else you will have to meet death. 

83. Great eloquence does not bear out erudition. 
Learned is he, who, notwithstanding the meagreness 
of his learning, precisely acts in accordance with his 
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knowledge, and follows heart and soul the religious 
injunctions. 

84. Once on a time a certain individual drew 
near to me and said—“ I am come from a distance to 
pay you a visit.” I said—“ Passing from one place to 


pay you a visit. i i 
another is to no end. 


Proceed one step in the way of 


life; you will have your end accomplished.” 

85. At one time a man lodged a complaint against 
the instigation of Satan (le., evil propensity). I said 
—“ Root up the tree of worldly attachment from the 
ground of heart; then Satan, the owl, will not be able 
to perch upon it. You will not be worthy of liberating 
yourself from the attack of the malevolent bird Satan, 
till you extirpate the tree of worldly relation and 
affection, which overspreads the heart with 
multifarious branches.” 

86. Q .—Several persons hold your words in 
contempt, and find fault with you. What is your 


opinion about it ? 

A .—I yearn for “ heaven ” and God- 
association. I never expect to remain protected from 
men. When even the Maker Himself is not safe from 
the attack of the tongue of the blasphemous infidels, 
who am I to rest secure? 
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A .—Please tell me the plight of those that | 
betake themselves to the plank of a broken vessel on the 
surface of a vast ocean. 

Q,uestioner —Oh! Very critical indeed, 

A .—Exactly such is the case with me. 

88. Q .—What is the source of contentment? 

A .—Contentment takes its rise in the heart 
unsullied by the dust of insincerity. 

89. I look upon the friendship of the world as 


the 


( ( 


Maha-kala ” fruit,* which is delectable in 


appearance, but loathsome to the core and disagreeable 
to the taste. 

90. Oh feeble mind 1 never mind that the difficulty 
I put into, is the outcome of enmity. Be patient for 
some time; this affliction will come to an end, and you 
will acquire the prosperity that knows no ending. 

91. In a city, a robber had been capitally 
punished. His corpse was dangling on the branch of 
a tree by the wayside. A saint came across the dead 
body, and instantly kissed its feet. Someone called 
out—“ Oh! What have you done? This man was a 
thief.” The saint replied—" Thanks to him by 
thousands; for he offered his life in his own affair. The 
work undertaken by him had been raised to its climax.” 

In Sanskrit and 
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92. True love has found room in the heart of 

those that address each other with the first person “ I.” 

• * 

93. Love can in no wise be got without the ability 
to make a sacrifice of one’s own life in the path of God. 

94. In perception is the stability of God-head 
with the annihilation of manhood. That is, in that 
state you will not at all see yourself. 

95. The perception of a thing is to realize 
directly the essential nature of it. 


96. Perception is immersion; and 
sentiment, self-demolition. 


fit of 


; 97. Not to embitter the mouth by tasting a bitter, 

I is “ patience.” 

I 98. He has in reality the firmness in truth, who 
I speaks truth in a case where he knows his safety would 
I be endangered without falsehood. 

• 99. A sage experiences change of feelings forty 

I times a day, while a layman passes the period of forty 
S years in a stereotyped manner. 

i 100. Whose life rests with the body, death befalls 
I him at the detachment of vital air ; whose life rests on 

I God, he passes from the physical life to the life of 
[ stern reality. 
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{a) Veil is of three kinds—Animal-life, embodi¬ 
ment and the world. These are common veils. 
Special veils are—Regard for the religious practice, 
regard for the reward of good actions, and regard for 
miraculous works. 

{h) Better be blind for the eyes that do not see 
under the control of God’s mandate; better be dumb 
for the tongue that is not employed in the topic of God; 

better be deaf for the ears that do not engage in the 

• > 

hearing of Truth; better perish for the body that does 
not find its use in the service of God. 

(c) If a saint, after being attached to God for a 
thousand years, makes light of Him a moment, then 
the mischief produced at that instant, exceeds the profit 
consequent to the thousand years’ devotion. 

[d) I was put to the blush by two individuals—A 
boy and a woman. 

A boy was going with a lamp in his hand. I 
asked him—“ Where have you brought this lamp 
from ? ” At that moment, the lamp was suddenly put 
out by a blast. The boy pertly replied—“ First tell 
me where the lamp now goes to; I will then let you know 
the place from which it has been brought. 

Once upon a time, a young lady of exquisite 
beauty approached me with her head unveiled and 
hands uncovered in a fury, and set about speaking ill 
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of her husband. Seeing her in that condition, I 
I bashfully asked her to cover her hands and face. The 
lady said—“ I am so much over head and ears in love 
with a created object, that I have lost my senses, and 
would have even proceeded in this manner to the 
I market, had you not made me careful. And you 
I profess yourself to be infatuated with the love of the 
Creator; strange! how you felt bashful at the sight 
of my unveiled countenance.” 




(e) Last night I heard the voice of God in a 
dream. He said :—” Mankind after creation was 
divided by Me into ten parts. I presented the world 
I before all of them; nine parts accepted the world, and 
one part rejected it. I again divided that one part 
into ten, and placed heaven before them; nine parts 
became attached to heaven, and one part disregarded 
it. That one part having been divided once more into 
ten, I put before them the infernal regions; nine parts 
showed a clear pair of heels through fear, only one 
part remaining, which was neither fascinated by the 
worldly illusion, nor attracted by the desire of heaven, 
nor frightened by the aspect of hell. I inquired—‘ O 
My beloved servants, j'^ou did not cast your eyes upon 
the world, cherished no longing for heaven, and were 
not even terrified from hell. Now speak out what you 
want ? ’ All answered modestly with a down-cast look 


‘ Lord, You alone know Whom we want! 
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GAKLAND 


PRAYER 


• i 


111 


■ 1 


0 God, give that to Your enemy, which You have 
destined for me in this world; bestow on Your friend 
the things of the other world. You alone are sufficient 
for me. I want nothing more. Lord, if I worship 
You for fear of hell, burn me with the Stygian fire. 
If I serve You with the desire of heaven, make it 
unlawful for me. If I have adored You only for Your 
sake, then do not deprive me of the glorious vision of 
Your resplendent beauty. AMEN! 


END, 
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